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Geneva Presbyterian Church 
March 19, 2023 Lent 4 10:30am 

Childcare is available in a downstairs classroom -- please ask an Usher for help. 

The Gathering 
Welcome to worship with Geneva Presbyterian Church! Whether you're joining us online or in person, 

we're glad you're here and grateful to be gathered as a community united in Christ. This is your 
spiritual home -- we encourage you to sing, pray, and be yourself just as God made you in this 

 holy space. 
 

We greet with open arms and open hearts guests and new church members across the full diversity of 
life, including differences in sex, gender identity, age, race, ethnicity, national origin, range of abilities, 

marital status, family structure, financial means, and education. 
 

No matter who you are, you are welcome here and we hope you will feel home at Geneva. 

Prelude     

 

Welcome to the Worship of God 
I just want to say what a continued pleasure it is to be here again today. As some of you 
know, I have preached here last November and this past January as well. Today, I’d 
also like to give a “shout out” to my Pops back in Michigan as he turns 88 years old 
today! Happy Birthday Dad!! 
 
Let’s take a moment now in silence, get settled, and breathe in the peace of God. 

Silence and Introit  

 

Call to Worship  
Leader: Brethren, we are ambassadors for Christ. 
People: God has entrusted us with the message of reconciliation and new life. 
Leader: We gather in as God’s beloved to worship and offer our praise, 
People: And then we are sent out again to share the Good News of Christ in all 
places. 
Leader: These rhythms of worship and work are like breathing for the faithful: 
People: In and out, in and out. Holy Spirit, enliven us as we gather this sabbath 
day. 
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Opening Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!”        #1  
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Call to Confession 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us confess our sin to God. 

 

Prayer of Confession (below in unison, then silent personal prayers)  
God of all paths, as Lent unfolds before us we see how far we have to go to Jerusalem. 
The road is long, our sins are many, our burdens are heavy. It’s hard to imagine the 
new life of Easter, filled as our lives are with poor choices and missteps. 
 
Meet us in our weakness, O Lord. Take up our sins. Ease our burdens. Encourage us 
on the way. Bring us at last to Jerusalem, so that we can be witnesses to your love that 
is stronger than death. God of life, receive these prayers we offer with earnest 
hearts…(silent prayers) Amen 
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Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the good news! The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all that is good. I declare to you in the name of 
Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Amen 

 

Congregational Response            

 

   

 
 

 

Joys and Concerns  (The Virtual Church recording is turned off during this portion of the service 
for privacy. We will resume recording after the Lord's Prayer.) 

 



6 
 

Prayers of the People; The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen 

 
 

The Word 
 

 

Prayer for Illumination (in unison) 
Gracious God, seeker of the lost: run forth to meet us like the prodigal child as we 
return once again to your Word in scripture. By the Holy Spirit, illuminate our souls and 
nurture the faith you are growing in our hearts as we open them to you now. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading             Isaiah 6:1-4,8 
   This is the Word of the Lord! 
  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Children’s Sermon      Cali Bronkema 

(Children 5th grade and younger are invited to join Bridges to Worship in the downstairs classroom following the 
Children’s Sermon. Please join NextGen Director Cali Bronkema in the back of the sanctuary to participate!) 

 

 
New Testament Reading            Ephesians 5:8-14 
                                                     This is the Word of the Lord! 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Sermon                            “Let the Father’s Light Shine”                         Ken Rathje 
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Affirmation of Faith / The Apostles’ Creed (in unison) 
    
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus  Christ 
His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; 
the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic* Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.                                                                (*meaning all of God’s churches) 

 
 

The Thanksgiving 
The Offering  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music Offering                     “Light of the World” from Godspell              Stephen Schwartz                              
 
Prayer of Dedication 
Blessed are you, God of all creation; Through your goodness we have these gifts to 
share. Accept and use our offering for your glory and for the service of your kingdom. 
Blessed be God forever. Amen 
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The Sending    

Closing Hymn                                  “Shine Jesus Shine”                                             #192 
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Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude  
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Names in bold are new prayer list additions. 

The work, worship, pastor and leadership of Geneva. 
Comfort for the Family and Friends of 

Barbara Prosswimmer; 
Lorraine Leicht, Renee Moloznik’s mother; 

Mary Bird, aunt of Renee Moloznik; 
Lawrence Kushner, friend of Sara and Jim Torrence; 

 Bill Linton, husband of a close friend of Sara Torrence; 
Paul Prosswimmer; 

Werner Haubrich, friend of Sara and Jim Torrence 
Jens Thiedemann, friend of Sara and Jim Torrence 

George Hunt, husband of Margot Hunt; 
Pete Nunn, husband of Ruth Nunn; 

Healing and Comfort for 
Emmanuel Mbi, recovering from surgery; 

Logan Bronkema, Cali Bronkema's brother, health concerns; 
Nancy Morse, recovering from knee Surgery; 

Scott Brown, health concerns; 
Justin Pack, nephew of PJ Davis, living with ALS;  

Bill Bryan, father of Letitia Denaburg, health concerns; 
Margaret and Don Acton, parents of Amanda White, continued health concerns; 

Paul Quin, husband of Pamela Wilson, health concerns; 
Ann Beaty, friend of Ben Shaver, health concerns; 

Sandra Poole, nice of Sara and Jim Torrence, treatment for cancer; 
Riley Young, hospitalization related to cerebral palsy; 

The extended family of Dr. Lena Leonchuk, Jeff Alexander's coworker, who live in Ukraine; 
Rosie Perthel, health concerns; 

      Pepe Marin, health concerns; 
Nancy Rawson, health concerns; 
Robin Kough, health concerns; 

Ken Adams, father of Juliet Hiemberg, health concerns; 
Rosalie Ruff, health concerns; 

Dinah Paffrath, aunt of Renee Moloznik, receiving cancer treatments; 
Carl Perthel, health concerns; 

                   Isabelle Schuessler, friend of Scott Brown, health concerns; 
Daniel Adkins, nephew of Kyla and Vince Lupo, health concerns; 

Jeff Leicht, Renee Moloznik’s brother; 
Judith Sadler, mother to Tom Sadler, mental illness and PG County guardianship care; 

Leland Perthel, living with Post-Concussion Syndrome; 
Sandra Kichefski, sister of Sheri Sankey, health concerns; 

Prayers for Peace 
Daniel Kough, son of Jack and Robin Kough, home from Afghanistan. 

Walter Sprinkle, son of Ken and Nan Sprinkle, US Army Special Training 
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WELCOME TO GENEVA! We welcome you to this church and want you to feel at 
home. We want you to feel accepted here, and also challenged, even as we 
invite you to accept and challenge us. If you are new to this community or do not 
have a church home, we invite you to join us. Please contact a staff member using 
any of the emails on the back of today’s bulletin. 

 
 
 

Birthdays:  Vince Lupo (3/5); David Denaburg (3/5); Anika Nagel (3/7);  
Flore Kom Liapoe (3/9); Carl Perthel (3/9); Daniel Kough (3/11); Nan Sprinkle (3/14); 

Rollin Franks (3/16); Kristina Dunne (3/20); Danny Miller (3/20); Matthew Dunne (3/21); 
George Hunt (3/24); Walter Sprinkle (3/28); Holly Allen (3/29); Toshiko Ota (3/31);  

 
 

This Week at Geneva 
 
Wed, March 15       6:30pm  Ecumenical Lenten Study 
 
Sunday, March 19         10:30am         Worship – In-Person and Online 
 
Wed, March 22        6:30pm  Ecumenical Lenten Study 
 
Sunday, March 26         10:30am         Worship – In-Person and Online 
 
Wed, March 29        6:30pm  Ecumenical Lenten Study 
 
Sunday, April 2             10:30am         Palm Sunday Worship –  

     In-Person and Online 
 
 

 
 
 



13 
 

I'll be away for continuing education March 13-19. If you have 
any pastoral need during this time please contact your 
Deacon.  
Many thanks to Ken Rathje for leading worship on March 19th! 

 
 
 

• Thank You Ken Rathje for filling in while Pastor Patrick is away!  
Ken is a distinguished transformational leader. He has senior 
level experience in transforming organizations to achieve 
operational excellence and profitability. A thought leader, 
known for his integrity and consensus building. 
 
Over the past several years, Ken has been studying full-time 
to earn a Masters of Divinity (MDiv) to pursue ordination as 
a Minister of Word and Sacrament for the Presbyterian 
Church, USA. He has been a full-time student Pastor July – 
August 2021 in Caseville, MI and part-time student Pastor 
September – July 2022 in Cambridge, England. While there 
he led worship services, preached sermons, went on 
Pastoral calls, assisted in funerals, and led other church 
functions as needed. Ken is on track to earn a MDiv Degree from Wesley 
Theological Seminary in May of 2023. He recently earned a Diploma of 
Theology in Ministry (DTM) at Cambridge University as a part of his Pastoral 
education. 
 
Prior to his Seminary experiences, he has had Senior Executive Service 
experiences with the Federal Emergency Management Agency to coordinate 
federal support to 11 disasters within the US. Additionally, he has had successful 
executive and strategic business experience with Wells Fargo Bank (Vice 
President), and Dawn Foods (Chief Customer Officer). As a Colonel in the US 
Army Reserves, he also served with distinction on the Army Senior Staff at the 
Pentagon as well as commanded 2,000 plus soldiers at the Brigade level during 
wartime. His combat experiences in Iraq and Afghanistan leading joint and 
interagency teams were instrumental in affirming his views on leadership. 
His previous education includes a B.S. Degree from the U.S. Military Academy, 
a MBA Degree from Monmouth University, and a Masters of Strategic Studies 
(MSS) Degree from the U.S. Army War College. His highest military awards 
include the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star and the Combat Action Badge. He 
has also earned the Ranger Tab and the Army Parachutist Badge. 



14 
 

Next Generation Ministries!  
We're on a mission to get Geneva to 100 Facebook and 
Instagram followers! If everyone invites 5 friends to like 
our page, we'll be there in no time. We're on Facebook 
as: Geneva Presbyterian Church - Potomac, and on 
Instagram as: Geneva Church Potomac 

 
Bridges to Worship  
Each Sunday, all children entering 5th grade and younger are encouraged to 
join us for Bridges to Worship! We invite all kids to stay in the Sanctuary through 
the children’s sermon, where there will be activity bulletins, coloring pages and 
books for you to read. After the sermon, we will head down to the childcare 
room together. Each week we’ll read a book or do a craft as a group, and then 
have some time for play. We’ll return to worship after the sermon. If your child is 
not yet ready to join us in the Sanctuary, the childcare room will still be open for 
the entirety of the service. 
 
Our childcare room has moved! In order to make the experience safer and 
more enjoyable for all kiddos, childcare will now be held in Ms.Urgo's room (the 
room right next to the turtle tank). If you have any questions, please ask Cali. 
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Ecumenical Lenten Study: Wednesdays in Lent  
 
The Churches of Seven Locks Road will joyfully gather for fellowship, worship, and 
learning each Wednesday in Lent: dinner at 6:30 PM, program at 7:00 PM. Drawing 
inspiration from Acts 2:46-47, we will explore the ancient roots of the core practices that 
shape our faith, and celebrate their modern expressions in each of our traditions. Our 
usual Wednesday Bible Study will pause during this time so that we can visit each host 
church for this engaging and beloved ecumenical series. Please see the included series 
flyer for full details! 
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• COVID Guidelines 
 
COVID Guidelines for Geneva Presbyterian are based on the color coded CDC Covid-by-County Map and the needs 
specific to our congregation. Please review these guidelines when you come to Geneva in person. 
 
We are now in "the green zone" for Covid transmission in Montgomery County, which triggers "mask optional" per 
Session's approved policy 

 
Approved August 22, 2022 

 
1. Wearing of masks is optional at Geneva Presbyterian Church. 

2. Please maintain a high level of respect for the comfort level of those around you when it comes to personal 
interactions. 

3. Geneva Presbyterian will follow the CDC Covid-by-County Mapping that delineates a color coded warning level 
system of Green, Yellow, Orange indicating risk with respect to increase in Covid positive tests, deaths and overall 
vaccination status: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html 

4. In the event that Montgomery County, Maryland falls into a Yellow or Orange status, Geneva will reimplement 
wearing masks and social distancing, and the Covid-Reopening Team will meet to determine other possible action. 

5. These guidelines apply to everyone equally, regardless of vaccination status. 

 

• Virtual Church with Geneva Presbyterian: Sundays @ 10:30am 
Join Zoom Meeting: https://bit.ly/2SL4E76 

Meeting ID: 668 560 374 
Password: 240543 
 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,668560374# US (Chicago) 
+16465588656,,668560374# US (New York) 
 

• Geneva Worship Videos 

Geneva Presbyterian worship videos are available on our church 
website the Monday following each service. Please share worship 
recordings with friends and family and join us for worship later if you 
couldn't make it live!  

 

Click HERE to watch our past Virtual Worship services!  

 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html
https://bit.ly/2SL4E76
https://genevapotomac.org/worship/worship-videos/
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Today’s Worship Leaders 
 

Rev. Patrick McElwaine, Pastor; Ben Shaver, Music Director;  
Mark Allen, Lector; Kyla Lupo, Zoom Host. 
Ken Sprinkle and Tom Sadler, Audio/Visual 

 

Church Elders 
Jane Campbell, Carl Perthel, Tom Sadler, 

Sheri Sankey, Ken Sprinkle,   
Amanda White,  Elaine Winch 

Church Deacons 
Ludivine Kom-Liapoe, Kyla Lupo,  

Sheena Galliani, Allyson McElwaine, 
Renee Moloznik, Rosie Perthel,  

Sara Sadler, Janelle Thibau 

If you have any ideas, suggestions or concerns, please share them with our officers. 

 
Today's flowers are given to the Glory of God by the Geneva Presbyterian 
Family. 

 
Geneva warmly welcomes all our guests joining us today 

Geneva Staff: 
Rev. Patrick McElwaine, Pastor, pastor.genevapotomac@gmail.com 

Ben Shaver, Music Director, music.genevapotomac@gmail.com 
Cali Bronkema, Next Generation Director, nextgen.genevapotomac@gmail.com 

Melissa Cutler, Office Administrator, melissa.genevapotomac@gmail.com 
 

Hymns from Worship & Rejoice by Hope Publishing Company are used with permission 
through OneLicense.net A-722503, CCLI License #11410910 

Geneva Presbyterian Church is granted permission to perform songs within domestic Performing Rights Organizations 
(ASCAP,BMI and SESAC), as stated in the CCS WORSHIPcast License Terms and Conditions. License #13607 

©The Iona Community from the Iona Abbey Worship Book, published by Wild Goose Publications, Iona Community, Fourth 
Floor, Savoy house, 140 Sauchiehall St, Glasgow G51 3BA, UK 

 

Geneva Presbyterian Church 
11931 Seven Locks Road 

Potomac, MD  20854 
301-424-4346  www.genevapotomac.org 
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