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Geneva Presbyterian Church 

August 28, 2022  10:30am 
Childcare is available in a downstairs classroom -- please ask an Usher for help. 

The Gathering 
 

Welcome to worship with Geneva Presbyterian Church! Whether you're joining us online or in person, 
we're glad you're here and grateful to be gathered as a community united in Christ. This is your 
spiritual home -- we encourage you to sing, pray, and be yourself just as God made you in this 

 holy space. 
 

We greet with open arms and open hearts guests and new church members across the full diversity of 
life, including differences in sex, gender identity, age, race, ethnicity, national origin, range of abilities, 

marital status, family structure, financial means, and education. 
 

No matter who you are, you are welcome here and we hope you will feel home at Geneva. 

 

Prelude                                          

 

Welcome to the Worship of God 

 

 

Silence and Introit  

 

Call to Worship  

 
One Voice: Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the courts of God with 

praise; Give thanks and bless God’s holy name! 

Many Voices: For the Lord is good; God’s love is eternal, and God’s faithfulness 
has no end. 
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Opening Hymn                         “God Is Here!”                                         #409 
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Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession (below in unison, then silent personal prayers)  
 
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your 
abundant mercy blot out our transgressions. For we know our offenses against your 
holiness and our sin is ever before us.  
 
Create in us a clean heart, O God! Place a new and right spirit within us! Through Jesus 
Christ, hear us as we lay our personal prayers at the foot of his cross in this time of 
silence… 

 
Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response  
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Joys and Concerns  (The Virtual Church recording is turned off during this portion of the service 
for privacy. We will resume recording after the Lord's Prayer.) 

 

Prayers of the People; The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
The Word 

 
Prayer for Illumination (in unison) 

Holy God, by the power of your Spirit, reveal your will to us today through your word 
which we read and proclaimed. Help us to understand your creative, redemptive, and 
consoling work, and lead us into the world to proclaim, baptize, and teach in the name 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 
Old Testament Reading             Proverbs 25:6-7 
                                                     This is the Word of the Lord! 

  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
New Testament Reading           Luke 14:1, 7-14 
                                                     This is the Word of the Lord! 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
  
Sermon                                       “A Seat at God's Table”           Rev. Patrick McElwaine 
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Affirmation of Faith/The Heidelberg Catechism, Q.1  
 
Q.  What is your only comfort in life and in death? 
 
 
A. That I am not my own, but belong – body and soul, in life and in death – to  
 my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free 
from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that 
not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven; in 
fact, all things must work together for my salvation. 

 
Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life 
and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Thanksgiving 

The Offering (Every gift of every size is celebrated and appreciated. You may tithe in person at the offering 
plate in the back of the sanctuary, through the mail via check, or online via app or the QR code below.)                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Dedication 
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The Sending 

Closing Hymn                  “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People”                                 #453                                                            

 

Charge and Benediction 

 Postlude                       
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Names in bold are new prayer list additions. 

The work, worship, pastor and leadership of Geneva. 
Comfort for the Family and Friends of 

Betty Halls; 
Mark Perthel, brother of Carl Perthel; 

Erland Heginbotham; 
Bob Lankford, friend since childhood of Sara Torrence; 

Winfree Irvine, friend of Sara Torrence, and fellow Rotarian; 
Earl Baker, friend of Sara and Jim Torrence; 

Carole Haller; 
John “Jack” Fossett, friend of Kyla and Vince Lupo; 

Jim Torrence; 
Healing and Comfort for 

Barbara and Paul Prosswimmer, health concerns; 
The extended family of Dr. Lena Leonchuk, Jeff Alexander's coworker, who live in Ukraine; 

Brent Davis, spine surgery; 
Rosie Perthel, health concerns; 

       Bill Bryan, father of Letitia Denaburg, health concerns; 
Pepe Marin, continued treatment for cancer; 

Scott Brown, health concerns; 
Nancy Rawson, health concerns; 
Robin Kough, cancer treatment; 

Tomoko Alexander, mother of Jeff Alexander, recovering from a fall and hip surgery; 
Beverly Pitts Cain, friend of Sara and Jim Torrence, surgery from brain tumor; 

Ken Adams, father of Juliet Hiemberg, health concerns; 
Rosalie Ruff, health concerns; 

Ellie Croft, friend of Gretchen Winch, health concerns; 
George Ehler, relative of friend of Ken Sprinkle, health concerns; 

Lorraine Leicht, Renee Moloznik’s mother, health issues; 
Dinah Paffrath, aunt of Renee Moloznik, receiving cancer treatments; 

Carl Perthel, health concerns; 
                   Isabelle Schuessler, friend of Scott Brown, health concerns; 

Joanne Elder, friend of Sara and Jim Torrence, cancer; 
Mary Bird, aunt of Renee Moloznik, health concerns; 

Justin Pack, nephew of PJ Davis, diagnosed with ALS; 
Daniel Adkins, nephew of Kyla and Vince Lupo, health concerns; 

Donald Schuessler, friend of Scott Brown, health concerns; 
Emilia Monte, friend of Sara and Jim Torrence, recurring cancer; 

Jeff Leicht, Renee Moloznik’s brother; 
Judith Sadler, mother to Tom Sadler, mental illness and PG County guardianship care; 

Leland Perthel, living with Post-Concussion Syndrome; 
Sandra Kichefski, sister of Sheri Sankey, health concerns; 

Zoë, friend of Bob and Rhonda Ricci, health concerns; 
Prayers for Peace 

Daniel Kough, son of Jack and Robin Kough, home from Afghanistan. 
Walter Sprinkle, son of Ken and Nan Sprinkle, US Army Special Training 
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WELCOME TO GENEVA! We welcome you to this church and want you to feel at home. 
We want you to feel accepted here, and also challenged, even as we invite you to 
accept and challenge us. If you are new to this community or do not have a church 
home, we invite you to join us. Please contact a staff member using any of the emails 
on the back of today’s bulletin. 

 
 
 

Birthdays:  Suzanne Funk (8/1); Alfonzo Lizama (8/2); Ken Sprinkle (8/8);  
Caroline Ricci (8/9); Renee Moloznik (8/14); Judy Stiles (8/15);  

Tom Maxwell (8/15); Jeanette Perthel (8/25) 
 

 

 
This Week at Geneva 

 

 
Sunday, August 28                  10:30am         Worship – In-Person and Online 

Sunday, August 28                    1:00pm         Memorial Service – Betty Halls 

Saturday, September 3     10:00am        Neurodiverse Play Date – 
 School playground   

 
Sunday, September 4         10:30am         Worship – In-Person and Online 
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• COVID Guidelines -  
 
COVID Guidelines for Geneva Presbyterian are based on the color coded CDC 
Covid-by-County Map and the needs specific to our congregation. Please 
review these guidelines when you come to Geneva in person. 
 
We are now in "the green zone" for Covid transmission in Montgomery County, 
which triggers "mask optional" per Session's approved policy 

 
Approved August 22, 2022 

 
1. Wearing of masks is optional at Geneva Presbyterian Church. 
2. Please maintain a high level of respect for the comfort level of those 

around you when it comes to personal interactions. 
3. Geneva Presbyterian will follow the CDC Covid-by-County Mapping that 

delineates a color coded warning level system of Green, Yellow, Orange 
indicating risk with respect to increase in Covid positive tests, deaths and 
overall vaccination status: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html 

4. In the event that Montgomery County, Maryland falls into a Yellow or 
Orange status, Geneva will reimplement wearing masks and social 
distancing, and the Covid-Reopening Team will meet to determine other 
possible action. 

5. These guidelines apply to everyone equally, regardless of vaccination 
status. 

 
 
 
 

• Betty Halls’ Memorial Service 
 
Betty Halls’ memorial service will be held at Geneva 
Presbyterian Church on Sunday, August 28th at 1:00pm. 
All are invited to attend, either in person or online (using 
the same worship link we use for Sunday mornings). 
Reception to follow in the Founders Room. 
 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html
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• Welcome Cali Bronkema - Geneva’s new Director of Next 

Generation Ministries!  
 
Cali Bronkema comes to us from First Presbyterian 
Church of Arlington, VA, where she has spent the last 
three years as their Director of Children and Youth 
Ministry. She fell in love with the DMV area while 
studying Communications, Law, Economics and 
Government at American University, which she 
graduated from in 2019.  

She discovered her passion for working with children 
and youth while working at Johnsonburg 
Presbyterian Camp in New Jersey. She also hosts a 
podcast, “Generation Hope”, through the new worshiping community 
Connect.faith. While she loves working with those under 18, she’s also excited by 
all the possibilities that the title “Next Generation” brings, and can’t wait to get 
to work imagining, discerning, and programming with Geneva!  

Cali will begin her work and ministry with Geneva on Monday, August 29. Keep 
an eye on our social media pages to learn more about Cali between now and 
then - this would be a great time to follow us if you aren’t already! 

 

 

 
• Deacon Helpers Needed 

 
Is God calling you to help our Deacons? Know of someone else who would be 
great for this? Please email Renee Moloznik or Pastor Patrick to let us know! 
 
Deacons are community builders and relationship weavers in Geneva 
Presbyterian Church. As a team, they focus on caring and fellowship ministries. 
Though it's not time for an official election of church officers, our Deacons could 
still use the help of a few good people! We've already had one "yes" to this call -
- who in our midst will be next? 
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• The Deacons want to know *your* opinion!  
 
We’ve planned some fun events for this year and we want to know what you 
think of them, and when you want them to happen. Fill out this quick 3 question 
survey and tell us what you think. 
 
https://form.jotform.com/221854859280162 
 

 
 

• Worship Flowers  
 

Would you like to help add beauty to our worship of God? You are invited to 
purchase the worship flowers for our Sunday service!  The cost is $35 per week 
and the flowers can be dedicated in honor of or memory of a loved one or for 
another specified reason.  

To sponsor our worship flowers for the week, please use our SignUp Genius (online 
payment available) or contact Melissa in the church office at 
Melissa.genevapotomac@gmail.com or (301) 424-4346.  

 

 

 

 

https://form.jotform.com/221854859280162
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050a4ca8aa29a5ff2-alter
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• Virtual Church with Geneva Presbyterian: Sundays @ 10:30am 
Join Zoom Meeting: https://bit.ly/2SL4E76 

Meeting ID: 668 560 374 
Password: 240543 
 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,668560374# US (Chicago) 
+16465588656,,668560374# US (New York) 
 

• Geneva Worship Videos 

Geneva Presbyterian worship videos are available on our church 
website the Monday following each service. Please share worship 
recordings with friends and family and join us for worship later if you 
couldn't make it live!  

 

Click HERE to watch our past Virtual Worship services!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bit.ly/2SL4E76
https://genevapotomac.org/worship/worship-videos/


17 
 

Today’s Worship Leaders 
 

Rev. Patrick McElwaine, Pastor; Ben Shaver, Music Director;  
Sheri Sankey, Lector; Kyla Lupo, Zoom Host. 

Ken Denaburg and Ken Sprinkle, Audio/Visual 
 

Church Elders 
Jane Campbell, Carl Perthel, Tom Sadler, 

Sheri Sankey, Ken Sprinkle,   
Amanda White,  Elaine Winch 

Church Deacons 
Ludivine Kom-Liapoe, Kyla Lupo,  
Sheena Galliani, Bobbie Maxwell,  

Allyson McElwaine, Renee Moloznik,  
Rosie Perthel, Rhonda Ricci 

If you have any ideas, suggestions or concerns, please share them with our officers. 

 
Today's flowers are given to the Glory of God by the Geneva Presbyterian 
Family. 
  
 

Geneva warmly welcomes all our guests joining us today 

Geneva Staff: 
Rev. Patrick McElwaine, Pastor, pastor.genevapotomac@gmail.com 

Ben Shaver, Music Director, music.genevapotomac@gmail.com 
Melissa Cutler, Office Administrator, melissa.genevapotomac@gmail.com 

 
Hymns from Worship & Rejoice by Hope Publishing Company are used with permission 

through OneLicense.net A-722503, CCLI License #11410910 
Geneva Presbyterian Church is granted permission to perform songs within domestic Performing Rights Organizations 

(ASCAP,BMI and SESAC), as stated in the CCS WORSHIPcast License Terms and Conditions. License #13607 

 

Geneva Presbyterian Church 
11931 Seven Locks Road 

Potomac, MD  20854 
301-424-4346  www.genevapotomac.org 
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